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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Copland et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,684,025). 

Copland discloses a system for processing a prc-formed plastic container comprising (via 
pre formed container 30); means for filling a rigid container (Fig. 1; via 21; rigid cups after 
cooling 30; column 4, lines 33-37); means for capping (via 52 covering the container); means for 
transporting through the production line (it is inherent that the formed container is moving 
through the production line via some-type of driving means); means for supporting during the 
transportation (via roller 16 and machine frame); means for cooling the container body of the 
filled pre-formed container (Figs. 1 and 2; via atmospheric temperature cooling the pre-formed 
cups 30); means for pushing a projection extending from the cooled container (Figs. 2-7; via 
uneven shaped/projection container 30; shaping/pusher die 64). 

Copland does not disclose hot filling means to fill the container with hot product. 
However, the examiner takes an official notice that such hot filling means is old and well known 
in the art and it seems that Copland system is capable of using such hot filling means. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have substituted Copland's filling means by using one of hot filling 
means, as a matter of engineering design choice, in order to fill the formed cups with holt 
products. 

Regarding claim 2: it is inherent while the hot container being cooled (via atmospheric 
temperature) some kind of vacuuming will be caused within the container due to the different 
between the inner and outer temperatures. 

Regarding claim 5: the container body is conveyed by its neck during the filling and 
capping (Fig. 1; via the container conveyed through the filling and capping stations); note the 
upper portion of the container could be consider as the neck. 

Regarding claim 9: the means for pushing the projection and it's panels extending from 
the container body into the interior of the container body (Figs. 5 and 6). 

Regarding claim 10: the container body has a grip portion free of structural geometry 
(Fig. 2; via upper portion of the container). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. PaienUthilily shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Copland 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,684,025) in view of Hiroaki (Japanese Publication No. 63-189224). 
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Copland does not disclose the use of blow molding to form the container. However, 
Hiroaki discloses a similar formed container with the use of blow molding with means for 
inverting the projection extending from the container body into the interior of the container prior 
to the filling (Figs. 2-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have substituted Copland's forming station with the use of blow 
molding station, as suggested by Hiroaki, in order to simplify the forming step and come up with 
different shape of the container. 

Alternatively, the examiner takes an official notice that the use of blow molding to form 
plastic containers is old, well known, and available in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have substituted Copland's forming station with the use of blow 
molding station, as a matter of engineering design choice, to simplify the forming step and come 
up with different shape of the container. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sameh H. Tawfik/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 



